Henry County Schools Partners Club

Chapter of OLA Middle School
353 North Ola Road
McDonough, Georgia 30252

770-288-2114
To:       Parents/Guardians of Students Interested in Partner Club
From:   Mrs. Tracy Price and Mrs. Diane Chambley, OMS Partners Club Sponsors
Re:       Partner Club Membership Contract
Contact Information:  Tracy Price: tprice@henry.k12.ga.us 
                                   Diane Chambley: dchambley@henry.k12.ga.us
Membership Contract
PLEASE READ EVERYTHING
Your student has expressed an interest in becoming a member of this club.  The purpose of the Partners Club is to promote an understanding and acceptance of persons with disabilities and to build friendships.  There are two different types of activities that Partners are involved in: school-wide and community activities.  

1. School-wide activities: These activities include, but are not limited to, assisting students with disabilities in class, to and from class, participation in lessons with individual classes (art projects, reading to a buddy, etc.), a dance and an Adapted Field Day event.

2. Community activities: These activities include, but are not limited to, accompanying and participating in Special Olympic Competitions, Community-Based Instruction trips and field trips.  These activities will require that your student miss classes on some days, and that a signed permission slip must be returned in a timely manner.  Make-up work must be completed for time missed, and teachers reserve the right to forbid a student to attend if grades, attendance, behavior, etc. are not up to par.    

Because interest in the Partners Club is so overwhelming, only a certain number of students will be allowed into the club.  This club is open to 6th, 7th and 8th graders.
Completion of the following are mandatory to be considered for membership: 

1. Completion of Application

2. Two letters of reference: One must be from a teacher (past or present) and the other may be from a family member, clergy member, teacher (past or present), etc.  Each letter of reference must state what attributes student possesses that will enable him/her to be an outstanding member of the Partners Club. If you were a Partner last year you just need one.
3. One page essay written by the student explaining why they feel compelled to apply for the Partners Club and what positive contributions they will make as a Partner. Previous partners do not need to write an essay.
4. Signed Contract Acknowledgement (by student and parent/guardian)  
5. Turn in BY due date.  We cannot take late applications.  Please make sure you have all references, essay if needed, and everything filled out.
Membership dues are $5, and are due at the first meeting.  Cash, checks and money orders are acceptable forms of payment (checks made out to OMS Partners Club).  If there is a problem concerning the dues, please contact me at tprice@henry.k12.ga.us.

Expectations of Partners Club Members
Partners Club members are expected to maintain appropriate behavior in all of their classes and to maintain their grades.  General education teachers reserve the right to forbid a student from participating in a Partners Club event based on behavior and/or grades in the general education classroom.  Students receiving In School or Out of School Suspension are subject to being removed from the Partners Club immediately.  Non-compliant behavior (or any action or behavior resulting in ISS or OSS) will not be tolerated—Partners are expected to set the example for our students with special needs.
As previously explained, there are several ways to be involved in Partners Club: School-wide activities and Community activities.  In order to be considered for Community activities, Partners must be active participants in the Club.  Some ways to ‘be involved’ are as follows:

· Come to Partners Club meetings

· Check in before each Friday after the meeting if you can’t be at the meeting

· Demonstrate exemplary behavior 

· LOOK for ways to help!  Don’t wait on someone to assign you to a task!

· Find students in your class to help to-give them reminders, walk with them to class, help them organize their things, help them at lunch, be their friend, etc.

· Return paperwork/permission slips ON TIME

  Attendance is very important for the meetings as well as trips.  If you are invited on a trip, it is very important to get your paperwork back on time. Paperwork will not be accepted after due date.  Unless you come and speak with us you will be marked as NO SHOW. If you are a no show we have students that are without partners on that trip. If you have two no shows we cannot ask you to go on another trip. Attendance is taken for each meeting so make sure you check in to see what you have missed. We also try to give out trip permission slips at meetings.
I hope that you will permit your student to be a part of this valuable club.  Encourage your student to listen to morning announcements for reminders of meetings!  The application for membership is due by September 6, 2019 NO EXCEPTIONS.  Students that are selected in the Partners Club for the 2019-2020 school year will be posted outside of Mrs. Price’s classroom room 302. We will post the list of Partner’s along with a reminder of the meeting date on September. The first meeting is September 11th at 8:30 in room 302. The meeting dates will always be posted outside of our door.  Please check on your way to connections.  
 Please read the entire contract. Please sign the ‘Acknowledgement of Partners Club Membership Contract’ indicating your understanding and acceptance of the requirements of the Partners Club.  Please retain this portion of the Partners Club Membership Contract as well as the Meeting Schedule for reference of purpose, requirements and meeting dates.  Thank you so much for allowing your student to become a member of this very important club!!

PARTNERS CLUB MEETING DATES: Please check the outside of our class if you forget the dates.

 Sept 11th
Oct. 2nd
Nov. 6th
Dec. 4th
Jan 8th
Feb 5th
March 4th
April 1st
May 6th
August 2019
Partners Club Contract


